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Brothers C & E Millar arrived in the Yarloop area 
in 1894 and, by late 1895, were exporting timber 
processed at the Yarloop Mill through the Bunbury 
port to overseas markets. Other mills were built in the 
Darling Ranges with the timber railed to stacking yards 
at Yarloop.

The Yarloop Workshops were developed near the 
mill site as a repair and maintenance centre for 
Millars’ South West sawmilling operations. At its 
peak, a workforce of over 100 was employed in the 
Workshops, and 500 employees worked in surrounding 
timber operations.

Yarloop was developed on both sides of the 
Government railway line, with the company-owned 
businesses and housing to the east and privately 
owned land to the west. 

The town had housing for single men, families, 
managers and official visitors as well as boarding 
houses. Town facilities included a hospital, churches, 
shops, a railway station, hotels, a post office and a 
town hall. Cultural and sporting activities were very 
important aspects of life in Yarloop.

On 7 January 2016, bushfires destroyed 166 houses 
and public buildings in Yarloop, including a number 
of mill houses and the Yarloop Workshops. Two lives 
were lost. SUPPORTED BY
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All information in this brochure is correct as of the time of its distribution.

Cover photo: Yarloop Workshops workers 1910. Credit Harvey Historical Society.

This is noongar Boodjar (Country) of 
the bindjareb tribe




